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1.0 Essay Plans (Dictatorship & Democracy)
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Mussolini’s Downfall
Intro-North Tyrol, Fiume, 2m unemployment, 500% inflation
Rise to Power-March to Rome, Acerbo Law
Church State Relations-Latern Treaty (1929)
Economy-Stefani and 4 Battles
Corporate State-No Unions
Other Reforms-Transport etc
Foreign Policy-Alliances
Spanish Civil War
Expansion
WWII
Conclusion

Rise to Power
Italian nationalists not happy with Paris Peace Conference after World War I and they
failed to receive North Tyrol, Dalmatia or Fiume as promised. They also failed to
receive an African colony as compensation.
The economy of Italy was in depression-2m unemployed, 500% inflation. There was
also tension between the Church and State as well as the failure to develop a stable
democracy.
Strikes and riots took place in cities and people feared Communism would take over.
The government were weak and could not solve the problems.
Benito Mussolini-Father was Socialist. Worked in journalism and was editor of Socialist
newspaper ‘Avanti’ in 1912. Expelled from Socialists after advocating Italy to enter the
war in 1914. After the war he called for a dictator in the country and in 1919 formed the
Fascio di Combattimento (Blackshirts).
Characteristics of Fascists-Ultra-nationalism (colonies), totalitarianism(one party
government/good of state over individual), cult of the leader (propaganda), racism, anticommunism (gained capitalist support).
1919-They won 0 seats in the general election and so Mussolini then disowned
Socialism. He also conducted marches against communism and socialism. He also
dropped the taxes he was going to implement and the confiscation of land off the richgradual shift to the right.
There was also the formation of the Squadristi-an anti-communist force. As a result,
companies such as Fiat and the banks began to support him.
By 1922 they had won 35 seats and they had 320,000 members.
We then saw the Socialist General Strike which the Squadristi prevented a Communist
takeover. The fascists were seen as the sole protectors.
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PM De Facta asks for Martial Law to stop the fascists but King Victor Emmanuel II
refuses and he resigns. Mussolini then refuses to co-operate with the government until
he is made PM. Emmanuel then asked him to form a government and he become
Prime Minister.
Mussolini then organised the March on Rome to celebrate in October 1922 (in which he
didn’t actually march and arrived by train).

Establishing Dictatorship
He got off to a slow start with only 4 Fascist Ministers which reassured the Liberals.
He passed the Acerbo Law in 1923 which said the party with the most votes in the next
election would get two thirds of parliament seats (a stable government) and then used
violence to ensure that this was won by him. Totalitarianism
He then began to put his men in key roles such as Minister of the Interior and Foreign
Minister.
After Socialist leader-Matteoti was murdered the Socialists withdrew from parliament,
giving Mussolini more power.
Mussolini set up his secret police (OVRA) who arrested political opponents.
Mussolini converted the Blackshirts into a national militia.
Mussolini then in 1926 got the right to rule by decree-issued over 100,000.
Mussolini engaged in a lot of propaganda and controlled the media. There was a lot on
Censorship and Special Courts set up to prosecute enemies. There were also Penal
Colonies (concentration camps) set up.
He developed a cult of personality (Il Duce) as propaganda. He was compared to Caesar
and was never made to seem wrong.
He used education to support his fascist regime and got the youth involved by forming
the Balila.
However, he never had full power over the king or church.

Church-State Relations
Relations had been poor since 1870 and Mussolini aimed to improve this by:
Bringing in compulsory religious education, allowing crucifixes in classrooms,
introducing measures against abortion and baptising his children.
Pope Pius XI now withdrew support from Catholic Popular party and backed the
Fascists.
The Lateran Treaty was signed in 1929 in which the pope recognised the Italian State
and Italy recognised the Vatican City. Italy also paid the pope £30m in compensation for
taking Rome and Catholicism was recognised as the State-religion.
This was often seen as Mussolini’s greatest success. “Brought God to Italy and Italy to
God”
However, friction remained when the group Catholic Action became out of control of
government (fail of a totalitarian state) and also when the Pope condemned Mussolini
for his anti-semitic legislation.
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Corporate State
This is the perfect example of totalitarianism.
Mussolini set up the Ministry of Corporations and divided up the economy into 22 and
dissolved trade unions.
No strikes/lockouts were allowed, it gave more power to Mussolini in terms of control
and deciding on wages.
Wages on average fell by 10% but better social welfare came about as a result.
It helped prevent the collapse of the economy during Mussolini’s time in power.

The Economy
Mussolini began by appointed Alberto di Stefani (1922-1925) as the Minister of
Finance who cut government spending and reduced unemployment. He also offered tax
breaks to attract foreign capital.
Mussolini then fired him and brought in a policy of protectionism.
Mussolini then organised a series of battles to help the economy.
Battle for Grain-Doubled production between 1925 and 1929 but less efficient farmers
survived due to protectionism.
Battle for Land-Most successful-drained the Potine Marshes and settled people from
the poorest regions there.
Battle for the Lira-Mussolini revalued the lira in 1926 and became stronger abroad.
However, Italian products became too expensive to foreign customers and exports fell.
Mussolini then had to devalue the lira in 1936.
Battle for Births-Encouraged marriage and tax incentives were given to large families.
He also banned homosexuality and taxed bachelors. However, the birth rate failed to
increase.
Fascists also helped to increase electricity production, built new motorways (the
autostrada) and electrified the railways.
He also helped education by raising the school leaving age and building new schoolsbetween 1922 and 1939-number of secondary schools increased by 120%.
Finally, Mussolini had success when dealing with the Sicilian mafia due to the ruthless
methods of the Fascists.

Foreign Policy
Mussolini wanted to make Italy ‘great, respected and feared’.
He began by refusing to return Corfu after he occupied it until he received £50m in
compensation for the death of 4 Italian soldiers.
In 1924, Mussolini then occupied Fiume.
He then began to make a series of alliances with other countries.
Locarno Pact with France to guarantee Germany’s borders with France.
Kellogg-Briand Pact which outlawed war except for self-defence.
He formed the Stressa Front in 1935 with Britain and France against Hitler as he
feared Hitler would try to claim land Italy had acquired from Austria in his Anschluss
Campaign.
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Mussolini now invaded Abyssina in 1936 to expand his empire at which Hitler was
impressed and used the crises to occupy the Rhineland.
League of Nations placed trading sanctions on Italy but Germany continued to trade
with them.
In 1936, Hitler and Mussolini agreed the Rome-Berlin Axis.
In 1937, Italy, Japan and Germany all engaged in the Anti-Comintern Pact, which was
Anti-Communist.
In 1939, the Pact of Steel (a military alliance) was agreed between Italy and Germany.
The two fascist dictators were then brought closer together as they both supported the
Fascist Franco in the Spanish Civil War in which over 70,000 Italian troops were used.
However, Italy exhausted itself militarily and economically before WWII.

World War II
Mussolini backed out of WWII at the beginning as he knew he was too weak. He broke
the Pact of Steel. At the Munich Conference he was seen as the Peacemaker.
Once Hitler was successful in Poland and France he decided to join in the war and
invaded southern France.
Italy did very badly in the war and was defeated in North Africa where almost 400,000
troops surrendered to the British.
The Italian army also surrendered in Tunis in 1943.
The allies then invaded Italy and took Sicily.
Hitler says that “He cost me the war”.
Mussolini was removed by King Victor Emmanuel II and was imprisoned as he had been
Minister for War and was held responsible. The new PM Badoglio surrenders.
Mussolini was rescued by Germany and set up a puppet government in Northern Italy
but was captured and killed.
Other fascist regimes developed in Spain (Franco), Portugal (Salazar) and Austria
(Dollfuss).
Overall there were many successes and he seemed strong but in fact it was a front for
the most part and it never fully became totalitarian.
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Introduction-Great Depression and Unemployment
Weimar Government
Treaty of Versailles
Hitler-German Workers’ Party (1919)
SA and SS
Beer Hall Putsch-Mein Kampf
Chancellor (1933)
Reichstag Fire
Enabling Act
Night of Long Knives
Propaganda/Hitler Youth/Gestapo
Economy-autarky

Hitler’s Rise to Power
After WWI, Germany was ruled by the Weimar Republic however it had a number of
weaknesses which facilitated Hitler’s Rise to Power.
The reparations were huge and caused a terrible economy in Germany with the
deutschmark becoming almost worthless.
Great Depression: 1929-the Wall Street Crash. The Americans called in the loans they
gave to Germany and many companied went bankrupt and we saw hyperinflation.
Unemployment: This rose in Germany from 1.5 million in 1929 to 6 million in 1931.
Weimar Government: It was unpopular due to association with defeat in WWI and the
harsh Treaty of Versailles. They used President Hindenburg’s power to rule by decree
which undermined democracy and they made the economic problems worse by cutting
back on government expenditure.
There was also a major fear of communism.
Treaty of Versailles-German people were very unhappy with this as they lost land, had
a limit put on their army, had to pay reparations.
Gustav Stresseman, led the People’s Party and tried to change things. He introduced a
new currency, the Retenmark. He managed to get Germany into the League of Nations.
He signed the Locarno Pact to guarantee the borders with France and Belgium. The
economy picked up but as he said before his death in 1929 but as he said ‘Germany is
dancing on a volcano’.
These events gave Hitler the chance to ultimately get into power.
Hitler joined the German Workers’ Party in 1919 and became its leading member. He
had previously been in the army.
He then re-named it the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazi Party) and
called for an end to the Treaty of Versailles. Within a few years he had over 15,000
members. He had a 25-Point Programme which included Nationalism and AntiSemitism
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A lot of his success was due to the fact that he was a good public speaker and organised
mass rallies and salutes.
He then formed the Storm Troopers (SA) who became known as the Brownshirts and
helped keeping down people who opposed him.
He also set up the SS (Blackshirts) who were his private bodyguards.
After the Beer Hall Putsch (brandished a gun/wanted control of
Bavaria/announced national revolution/16 killed) he was thrown in jail with the
Nazi Party banned. Here he wrote Mein Kampf, which attacked communism, treaty of
Versailles, promised to solve the economic problems such as inflation and
unemployment etc which made him popular.
On his release he convinced the government he would act legally and switched to
democratic means.
In 1928 he only held 12 seats in the Reichstag. By 1930 he held over 100 seats. By 1932
he was leader of the largest party with 230 seats.
Hitler then persuaded President Hindenburg to appoint him as chancellor in 1933.

Hitler Establishes Dictatorship
Hitler now called a general election and used terror and propaganda to win.
The Reichstag fire took place by a Dutch communist (Van der Lubbe) and Hitler
blamed it on the Communist threat and persuaded Hindenburg to suspend all civil
liberties with the Communists being banned from campaigning in their election.
After the election in which they won 288 seats he passes the Enabling Act which gave
him the right to rule by decree.
He now introduced his policy of co-ordination when he outlawed Communists and
the Social Democrats. The Nazi’s were the only political party allowed and he replaced
trade union with the German Labour Front.
In the Night of the Long Knives he used the SS to kill the leader of the SA Ernst Rohm
who he feared threatened his leadership.
When the president died Hitler combined the positions and became ‘Der Fuhrer’ with
the army swearing an oath to him.
Hitler appointed Joseph Goebbels as Minister of Propaganda and used things such as
cinema, radio, Triumph of the Will (1934) etc to gain support.
There were public burning of anti-Nazi books, the setting up of the People’s Radio and
the saying “one country, one people, one leader”.
He used education to gain support and used Nazi ideologies in schools.
He also went after the Youth and set up the Hitler Youth to train young boys.
Hitler created a police state in which the SS destroyed opposition, the Gestapo (secret
police) also contributed to this and concentration camps in Dachau and other areas
were set up. All the judges were Nazis and so nobody could get a fair trial.

Hitler’s Economic Policies
Hitler aimed to reduce unemployment and introduced a policy of autarky (selfsufficiency).
He managed to reduce unemployment from 6 million to 200,000 by 1939.
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He created employment through public works such as the 7,000 miles of autobahn
created. He also introduced conscription and rearmament which created thousands of
jobs.
He failed to produce enough food as he had hoped but his policy of lebensraum was to
be used to help provide enough food and raw materials for Germany.
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Introduction-Versailles Treaty
Rearmament
Naval Agreement
Rhineland
Fascist Alliances
Anschluss/Sudetenland
Munich Conference
Nazi-Soviet Pact
Invasion of Poland

Hitler’s Foreign Policy
Hitler’s aims were to destroy the Treaty of Versailles, create a bigger Germany and to
create Lebensraum in Eastern Europe.
He had successes where he withdrew from the Disarmament Conference and League
of Nations as the allies refused to disarm like Germany.
Hitler re-introduced conscription in 1935 and began to form an air force.
He then signed the Anglo-German Naval Agreement with Britain in 1935 which
allowed Germany to have 35% number of ships as Britain and same number of
submarines.
Hitler now realised he could manipulate Britain and could get away with things as long
as he faced no opposition.
He also signed a 10-year non-aggression pact with Poland.
He then focused on the remilitarisation of the Rhineland. Under the Treaty he wasn’t
allowed to station troops within 30 miles of the River Rhine and in March 1936 he
crossed it with 3 battalions with order to retreat at the first sign of opposition. Although
France and Britain objected they took no action which showed up their lack of solidarity.
As the British Conservative, Lord Lotham said ‘they were only going into their back
garden’.
Hitler now ensued upon a number of alliances.
After the Abyssinia invasion of Italy , he continued to trade with Mussolini and he
formed Rome-Berlin Axis in 1936.
In 1937 along with Japan and Italy he formed the Anti-Comintern Pact against
communism.
In 1939, he formed a military alliance with Italy called the Pact of Steel.
He then became closer with Mussolini as Germany and Italy fought in the Spanish Civil
War to help the fascist Franco.
Hitler then went after his Anschluss (Union) with Austria. In February 1938, he forced
the Austrian P.M to make concessions to Austrian Nazis. The P.M appealed from help
from the allies but they refused. He resigned a leading Nazi replaced him. The puppet
government appealed for a German invasion, which happened on 12 March.
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After this, Hitler went after the Sudetenland (the German-speaking area of
Czechoslovakia). Hitler launched attacks on the government for its treatment of the
Germans there.
The Munich Conference was held by Chamberlain, Daladier, Mussolini and Hitler
where it was decided he should be given the Sudetenland.
This was a policy of appeasement to help prevent war and communism.
However, 6 months later Hitler took over the rest of Czechoslovakia which showed
the flaws in the appeasement policy.
Britain used appeasement as they didn’t want another WWI, they hoped Germany
would help get rid of communism and also many British felt that Germany had been
treated to harshly.
Hitler now asked for the Polish Corridor but Poland refused and Britain and France
promised to support them.
Hitler now signed a 10-year non-aggression pact with Stalin (Ribbentrop-Molotov
Pact) of the Soviet Union on 23 August 1939 in which they would divide Poland
between them.
After a false claim of being attacked by the Poles, Hitler invaded Poland on 1
September 1939. Britain and France declared war two days later and World War II had
finally begun.
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Intro-Italy
Improved Relations
Lateran Treaty
Relations Worsen (1925-1945)
Intro-Germany
Concordat
Church Secession Campaign/Immorality Trials
Papal Letter
Nazi’s and Protestant Church
Failure of Nazi Programme

Italian Church-State Relations
Relations had been poor since 1870 and Mussolini aimed to improve this by:
Bringing in compulsory religious education, allowing crucifixes in classrooms,
introducing measures against abortion and baptising his children.
Pope Pius XI now withdrew support from Catholic Popular party and backed the
Fascists.
The Lateran Treaty was signed in 1929 in which the pope recognised the Italian State
and Italy recognised the Vatican City. Italy also paid the pope £30m in compensation for
taking Rome and Catholicism was recognised as the State-religion.
This was often seen as Mussolini’s greatest success.
However, friction remained when the group Catholic Action became out of control of
government and also when the Pope condemned Mussolini for his anti-Semitic
legislation.

German Church-State Relations
Hitler himself had gone from Catholic to Atheist.
Hitler wished to control the Catholic Church in Germany and the Church and Hitler were
deeply divided on issues such as violence.
However, he know that to remain popular and consolidate his position he should
compromise with the Church and so in July 1933 a concordat was drawn up between
the two.
It gave the Church freedom of belief, bishops had to swear loyalty to the State, the state
recognised the property rights of the Church and maintained the Church’s right to teach
in school. The church was also not allowed to interfere in politics. The Church now
withdrew its support from the Central Party.
The concordat received praise home and abroad but wasn’t to last.
Hitler broke his promises and organised the Church Secession Campaign to get people
to withdraw from the Church.
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This involved the removal of crucifix from classrooms, the disbanding of the Catholic
Youth League, the condemning of 693 priests for opposition to the state and even
sending some to concentration camps where they were killed.
He also held public ‘immorality trials’ against priests and nuns for sexual misconduct.
In 1937 the Pope Pius XI issued a encyclical entitled ‘With Deep Anxiety’, which
criticised the Nazi policies e.g. euthanasia
The outbreak of war calmed down Hitler’s anti-church policies but it still remained with
closing the Catholic press, attacking church property, killing of the German Priest Delp
for resistance etc.
The Protestant Church was strong in Germany with 28 churches, the largest being the
Lutheran church of 18 million. The Nazis then set up the Reich Church to centralise all
of the Protestant Churches, which was led by Reichbishop Muller.
At the beginning it was welcomed as the Nazi’s seemed to be a change from the corrupt
nature of the Weimar government
However, there was a lot of opposition and many formed the breakaway Confessional
Church led by Martin Niemoellar, which gained 7,000 pastors whereas Muller failed to
get more than 2,000. Niemollar was arrested and ended up in Dachau until he was
freed in 1945.
In 1935, we see a completely different method being used by Hitler with the Ministry of
Church Affairs being set up.
The Nazi programme of ‘Positive Christianity’ then tried to trick the public. It was
meant to be against “godless communism”. It was actually Anti Catholic and Protestant
and simply wanted to re-enforce the Aryan race idea. The German Faith Movement
was set up as the state religion and was good propaganda for Hitler. One advertisement
for the movement in its journal said “Jesus was a cowardly, Jewish lout”.
However, the Nazis failed to crush the church and only got 5% of the population in the
German Faith Movement.
After the war there was an increase in Church membership.
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Moscow Show Trials (Case study)
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Stalin did it due to his paranoia that people were plotting his downfall and to
eliminate political opponents within the Communist Party such as those loyal to
Trotsky. He wanted to be in full control.
The Red Terror began with the idea of “class enemies” working against the state in
1928. Once the rich Kulaks resisted collectivisation, they were portrayed as
wreckers of the economy and Stalin called for their liquidation. We see over 1
million of them being deported, killed or sent to labour camps. (gulags).The Show
Trials were the culmination of the red terror.
All of these were same pattern-Accusation, confession, bullying prosecutor, no
rules of evidence and a judgement.
Kirov Murder-1934-Kirov was the leader of the Leningrad Communist Party and
had opposed collectivisation. He also opposed Stalin at the 7th Party Congress. He
ended up being murdered, and it is likely that Stalin organised it. However, it gave
Stalin a pretext to get rid of his enemies and anyone who posed a threat to him. He
made a huge number of arrests (The Kirov flood-850,000 members gone). In one
day he signed over 3,000 death warrants. He pretended that he was getting rid of
“enemies of the state”.
In 1935, Stalin organised a secret trial for Zinoviev and Kamenev (who had ruled
the Soviet in a triumvirate with Stalin after Lenin’s death) for the murder charge of
Kirov. They had been dismissed in 1921 from the Politburo for opposing Stalin and
were his biggest rivals. They denied all charges They were sentenced to 10 years
labour as they named other members who were in their coalition. However, he felt
that the public should be aware of these trials and that they could be used to his
advantage.
First Show Trail,1936:
Held in Trade Union House in Moscow.
No relatives were allowed and 30 foreign journalists were chosen specially by Stalin.
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Zinoviev, Kamenev and 14 other “wreckers” were tried. Accused of murdering
Kirov, planning to kill Stalin and working with Trotskyites.
The secret police forced confessions from both by isolation and threatening their
families. Confessions against them were also given by minor party members.
They then had to learn of their lines for the trial, which was conducted by 3 judges
with an audience of journalists and diplomats. The prosecutor was Vyshinsky and
the confessions were the only evidence. Yyshinsky said that they should be killed
like “mad dogs”.
The defendants pleaded guilty (unlike the secret trial) and were shot and
Kamenev’s family ended up being killed anyway.
Second Show Trial, 1937:
Defendants were Radek, Pyatakov and 15 others-all supporters of Trotsky.
Pyatakov had been the Deputy Head of Industry and was used as a scapegoat for the
failings in industrialisation. This helped to deflect the blame away from Stalin.
Accused of conspiring with Germany and Japan against Soviet and wrecking the 5
Year Plans.
Radek tried to save himself by denouncing the others. He ended up in the gulags
where he dies 2 years later.
Vyshinsky was prosecutor and once again they confessed, were found guilty and 13
were executed/4 sent to Labour Camps.
Purge of the General Staff of the Red Army
Here we found the War Commissar, Tukhachevsky, and 200 others being killed.
This was due to Stalin’s paranoia and jealousy of Tukhachevsky’s popularity. We see
Hitler playing on this a lot by releasing false information that Nazi spies were in the
upper ranks of the Red Army.
Third Show Trial, 1938 (Great Show Trial):
Accused were Bukharin, Rykov, Yagoda and 18 others.
Yagoda was head of secret police, which carried out purges and the other two were
members of Lenin’s Politburo.
Accused of being members of Anti-Soviet bloc, wrecking the economy, attempting to
kill Stalin.
Once again they pleaded guilty with Bukharin pleading guilty to save his family. At
the beginning he mocked the situation saying things that made no sense etc. Yet, the
journalists only showed the prepared statements.
All but 3 were executed.
Reaction to Trials:
Soviet newspapers carried full reports, many international observers felt they were
legal.
However, over 20 million died in The Purges, something which greatly damaged
Stalin’s foreign policy.
Stalin’s Role:
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He directed the purges, took close interest in them, used them as propaganda as he
could blame the problems of the State on the accused and was now in complete
control of the Party.
Bad policy-ended up damaging him in the Russian-Finish War and in the Nazi
invasion of the Soviet due to his purge of the army. Also all of the remaining officials
of the Communist Party such as Molotov were people who would support Stalin
unquestionably and all leading members of Lenin’s Central Committee had been
removed.
His successor Khrushchev condemned the purges after Stalin’s death. (20th Party
Congress-1956).
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Introduction-Aryan and Mein Kampf
Banning Jews and 1933 Boycott
Nuremburg Laws 1935
1936 Olympics-Yellow Star of David
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Conclusion

Anti-Semitism and the Holocaust
Hitler felt the Germans (Aryans) were the Master Race and that Jews were inferior. He
said that they tainted Aryan blood. He also discriminated against gypsies, homosexuals
and the handicapped.
Hitler put forward this in his book Mein Kampf where he portrayed the Jews as rich and
cunning. He blamed them for Germany’s economic situation, for exploiting democracy
and somehow for the Treaty of Versailles.
Hitler began by banning Jews from the civil service, universities and newspapers.
He then organised an official boycott of all Jewish businesses in 1933.
Hitler then began systematic persecution of the Jews.
This began with the Nuremburg Laws of 1935 (Blood laws) under which Jews were
not allowed to marry Germans. He also deprived them of German citizenship. Jews were
not allowed female houseworkers either.
Hitler then calmed down this during the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin.
After this he increased pressure by forcing Jews to wear the yellow Star of David. On
top of this 17,000 Polish Jews were expelled and in 1938, all religious laws were
banned
He would find out who were Jews through genealogical researchers and thought
“racial experts” who could identify Jews through physical exams. There were also many
advertisements around such as “Jews are criminals”.
The persecution culminated on 9th November 1938 during Kristallnacht (Night of the
Broken Glass) after a Polish Jew (Grynszpan) shot an official in a German Embassy in
Paris (Vom Rath). The SA burnt Jewish shops and synagogues and over 100 Jews were
killed with 20,000 arrested and over 350 synagogues destroyed.
Hitler also forced the sale of Jewish businesses which drove many more in poverty.
In 1940, his plan to ship all the Jews to Madagascar was dropped.
Hitler then formed the Einstatzgruppen who were SS Special Action Groups who killed
many Jews during the Russian Campaign in 1941.
Many Jews including Albert Einstein now emigrated to avoid trouble.
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The Holocaust came to a head with the setting up of concentration camps in Dachau,
Auschwitz, Treblinka, Belsen and many other places.
They were first described as ‘re-education camps’ but slave labour was their main aim.
One of the slogans on the front gate was “work makes you free”.
Hitler and Heinrich Himmler (leader if the SS) decided in 1941 on the Final Solution:
the extermination of all Jews. Adolf Eichmann was responsible for getting the Jews into
the camps.
The camps were based in Poland as the Germans felt they could hide the secret better
and because it was the main centre of Jews in Europe.
The conditions were terrible with 40-50 living in a hut and those unable to work being
sent to the gas chambers (designed like shower rooms) were they used Zyklon B to kill
them. Over 6 million Jews were killed during the Second World War
It is said that the main responsibility for the deaths lies with Hitler and that the Germans
were coaxed into it through Nazi propaganda.
However, the Germans cannot fully claim ignorance as reports reached Germany and
most were simply indifferent to the fate of the Jews.
Yet through it all there were many German groups and individuals who resisted this and
stood up for the rights of the Jewish People such as Oskar Schindler.
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