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1.0 History- Extended Essay (Early Draft of Research Report)
The Limerick Pogrom (1904-1906)
Outline Plan
Define and Justify
The topic I have chosen is entitled ‘The Limerick Pogrom’ a small anti-Semitic boycott that took
place in Limerick in the early 1900’s. Anti-Semitism is something that has occurred at some
point all across the globe. Ireland has generally remained free from this over the years.
However, many people do not realise that at one time there was a pogrom’, which took place in
the small county of Limerick.
By the end of my research I hope to have achieved the following:




To find out the cause and events of the Limerick Pogrom.
To find out the consequences of the pogrom.
To learn more about the man who led the pogrom-Father John Creagh.

Intended Approach
I intend to carry out my research by looking on the Internet, going to various bookstores and
visiting the Irish Jewish Museum to find the sources and information needed. I will store any
notes I make on my computer and will make several drafts before the final report. I will also
make sure to keep a strict word count on my report.
Sources
1. Title-Jews in Twentieth-Century Ireland
Author-Dermot Keogh
Publishers-Cork University Press
Date-1998
2. Title-The Old Limerick Journal
Website-http://www.limerick.ie/media/Media,4160,en.pdf.
3. Title-Shalom Ireland
Author-Ray Rivlin
Publisher-Gill and Macmillan Ltd
Date-2003
4. Title-Grandpa-Speak to me in Russian (TV Documentary)
Director-Louis Lentin
Date-2007
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Evaluation of Sources
1. Jews in Twentieth-Century Ireland-This is a secondary source. Its strengths were that
it dedicated a full chapter to the Limerick Pogrom and gave a full account of it from start
to finish in chronological order. The footnotes of all the material were also very helpful.
The information was presented with clear objectivity. Its only weakness was that it
didn’t give much information on Father Creagh’s background.
2. The Old Limerick Journal-This is a secondary source. The strengths of this Internet
source was that it gave more information about Father Creagh and his background than
any of my other sources. Its provenance is also assuring as it comes from the Limerick
City Council Website. Its weakness was that it featured some bias.
3. Grandpa-Speak to me in Russian-This was a secondary source but contained original
footage and primary material. It has many strengths being a television documentary. It
allowed me to gain insight to my topic with visual and audio references. It also provided
me with information on one particular family–The Lentins who were in Limerick at the
time of the Pogrom. Its weakness was that it dealt with a lot more than the pogroms and
was quite selective in what it showed.

The Extended Essay
When the word ‘pogrom’ is mentioned, people generally think back to countries such as
Russia where Jews were driven out in their thousands and where many were killed as a result. A
pogrom has become a term to describe a horrific act of terror and racism. However, nobody
would even think that such a catastrophe could take place in such a quaint country as Ireland.
And yet, in 1904, in County Limerick, a pogrom (albeit a small and generally non violent one)
did take place.
John Creagh Junior was born on 19th August 1870 and was educated by the Christian
Brothers. At the age of 14 he entered into the Redemptorists. He was ordained in 1895 and
began to teach theology in England. In 1902 he was made director of the Arch-Confraternity
(founded by the Roman Catholic missionary group-the Redemptorists) in Limerick. On his
arrival to Limerick the Jewish congregation which had begun in 1884 had 31 families living
there.
From his first speech, people saw the true nature of this man as he preached about
alcohol comparing the publicans at the time to Judas. Soon after, he was approached by local
shopkeepers who said that they were hostile towards the Jews in Limerick as they were extra
competition to them. And so on 11th January 1904 Creagh spoke out against the Jews in his
sermons. He said things such as ‘twenty years ago Jews were only known by name and evil
repute in Limerick’ and that they ‘had fastened themselves on us like leeches’.* KEOGH-28. This
ranting and raving continued on until Father Creagh climaxed by saying that ‘there are no
greater enemies of the Catholic Church than the Jews’.* KEOGH-30. He then advised the
congregation to have no commercial dealings with the Jews. The congregation interpreted this
as a boycott, and Father Creagh soon got his wish.
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That night there were a number of attacks on Jewish shops. This worried the local rabbi
Elias Bere Levin who wrote to the Nationalist leaders Michael Davitt and John Redmond for
their support and backing. Both of them replied promptly and made statements defending the
Limerick Jews with Redmond saying ‘I have no sympathy whatever with the attacks upon the
Hebrew Community in Limerick or elsewhere’.* KEOGH-32. Levin sent a copy of Creagh’s
sermons to the Royal Irish Constabulary and asked for protection. The District Inspector was on
the 14th January 1904 instructed to ‘make such arrangements as to prevent their being
molested’.* KEOGH-33. However, over the coming weeks the boycott continued and Jews
received abuse wherever they went. Although a number of clergymen such ad Fr J. Cregan and
FR John Lee condemned the boycott they did nothing to prevent it.
On the 18th January, Father Creagh delivered his second anti-Semitic sermon. As he
entered the room he was applauded by the congregation. Creagh made a point of speaking out
against any violence towards the Jews. However, he was no less aggressive in his comments
towards the Jews saying things which included ‘let us defend ourselves before their heels are
too firmly planted upon our necks’.* KEOGH-36, After this District Inspectors O’Hara decided
not to send in more police and to act as if nothing had happened. The Under Secretary asked to
review the case and on 22nd January O’Hara reported that no further demonstrations against the
Jews had taken place.
Nonetheless the boycott continued and Father Creagh received local and national
support for his anti-Semitism. Just before he left on a mission to Belfast in February he found
out that a local trade union group had passed a motion saying ‘we fully endorse the action of the
Rev. Father Creagh’.* This shows just how ripe anti-Semitism was at the time. He also received
many letters of support including one from the secretary of the British Brothers League. The
founder of Sinn Fein, Arthur Griffith also praised Father Creagh in his newspaper, the United
Irishman, saying he was glad of the advice that he had given in relation to the Jews.
Throughout February and March it continued with the Jews not being able to sell goods
and in some cases were not even served in shops. A number of cases were investigated by the
RIC in relation to intimidation. One of the few reported cases was when a Jewish pedlar, Isaac
Sandler was selling goods out of his car. He was in the process of selling some blankets to Norah
Keefe. However, a parish priest, Fr. James Gleeson was driving by and he got out of his car and
said to Norah ‘I will get you out of the parish for dealing with Jews’ and other comments like
that.* KEOGH-44. Norah ended up giving back the blankets without purchasing them. This was
one of many examples of Jewish people suffering due to the boycott.
What came next was the most well-known incident of the pogrom, the John Raleigh case.
In the middle of April, John Raleigh, a 15 year old was sentenced to a month in MountJoy prison.
On the 4th April he had been arrested along with a group of boys for throwing stones at Rabbi
Leven and two other members of the Jewish community, which caused one of the members to
be struck in the leg. The Limerick Leader reported that the punishment was extremely harsh.
After his release the newspaper stated that he was greeted by a large crowd and presented with
a silver watch and chain. Raleigh himself recounted that after he arrived in the prison, one of the
wardens called him over and said to the other wardens ‘here is our Limerick Jew slayer’,
haughty praise for his act of violence. KOEGH-47.
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There were other instances of assault, which included the one recalled by Fanny
Goldberg in her unpublished memoirs. She said that her father was struck on the head by a big
man with a black shillelagh who was shouting ‘I’ll kill those bloody Jews’.* KEOGH 47.
At this point the damage had certainly taken its toll on the Jewish community. There is a
variation of accounts dealing with the overall effect of the boycott. Inspector O’Hara compiled a
detailed report in March 1905 and found out that within a year 5 Jewish families had left due to
agitation. He also found that there were only 26 families remaining, only 8 of which were in
good financial circumstances due to the boycott. Rabbi Levin went so far as to say that 75 people
had left Limerick since the boycott began.
They boycott eventually began to die down and Father Creagh turned his attentions to
the evils of alcohol and gambling. At the end of 1906 he left Limerick to do missionary work in
the Philippines and confraternity work in Australia and New Zealand, the latter where he died in
hospital on 24th January 1947. But yet even at his departure he received a warm send off with a
number of newspapers writing very complimenting articles about him with one report saying
that “to him is due the great movement dealing a great blow to the Jews”.*
Looking back at the ‘Limerick Pogrom’ there is a lot to be learned. Although the affair
might have been blown out of proportion by some sources, the fact of the matter is that this
actually took place. The Jewish community of Limerick had a boycott led against them, many left
and the Jewish community of Limerick was never the same again. Since that time the whole of
Ireland seems to have learned from Father Creagh and the Limerick civilian’s mistakes and
luckily there has not been a repeat of the pogrom since. But one thing this teaches is that, no
matter how small the city, no matter how quaint the people, no matter what decide we are in,
racism is like a firework and as I have shown, it takes just one man to set it all off.
I chose the specific title for my project as I have always been interested in the concept of antiSemitism and I thought it would be worthwhile investigating one incident that is not very well
known.

Did I achieve my aims
I achieved all my aims I set for myself as I found out about the pogroms, the consequences and
about Father Creagh himself. I also found out about just how much support Creagh had locally
and nationally.

How I went about it
My methodology began with speaking to some of my contacts in the Jewish community to see
what they could tell me. I then searched on the internet and went to bookstores to find the
sources I would use. I then extracted the information and compiled it into a chronological
report.
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Problems encountered
The only problem I faced was finding the sources themselves as the Limerick Pogrom is not
something that is widely documented.

Were I to do it again…
If I were to do it all over again I probably would have looked more into Father Creagh’s
background and see exactly what led him to lead this boycott.

Skills learned
My time management has definitely improved as I had to plan very wisely how and what I was
going to use. My source finding also improved as I had to search long and hard to find sources
for my particular topic for which there are not many. My biggest skill learned though is how to
compile a properly researched report.
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