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1.0

Apprentice Boys of Derry

1.1

Unionist Siege Mentality








1.2





1.3





1.4






They were always aware that although they made up 60% of the population of Northern
Ireland, that they were only 25% of the population of the whole island.
They feared that Catholics would one day outnumber due (partly due to the fact that
they had more children) and try and rejoin the Republic.
They also feared Articles 2 and 3 of De Valera’s Constitution which claimed to rule the
whole island.
To prevent this they used gerrymandering, the property qualification and preventing
them from getting jobs so that they could never gain control.
For example, Catholics only made up 10% of RUC.
They also had formed the RUC and the B Specials (armed police) and had a policy of
internment in 1922.

Catholic Cultural Identity
Very clear cut-GAA (members of RUC and British army excluded).
They had the Ancient Order of Hibernians, which mirrored the Orange Order with its
parades, flags.
Catholic schools taught Irish language and Irish history.
Other cultural events such as Irish dancing.

Protestant Cultural Identity
Not as clear cut as nationalist as they could only look to Britain.
One major thing they had was the Loyal Orders (Orange Order and Apprentice Boys)
which held parades of Protestant victories over Catholics.
The Orange Order was massive, had representative on the Ulster Unionist Council and
from 1922-1969 all but 3 ministers belonged to the Orange Order.
Its main parade was 12th July which commemorated the Battle of the Boyne.

Apprentice Boys of Derry
Founded to commemorate the Siege of Derry in 1688-1689. This was when King James II
tried to take control of Londonderry which was affiliated with William of Orange where
13 apprentice boys closed the gates saying ‘No Surrender’ on 7th December 1688. They
city was relieved by Mountjoy in on 20th July 1689.This was a powerful symbol of
Protestant resistance against Catholic domination.
It is split up into 8 Parent Clubs and over 200 branches.
Lord Brookeborough, Terence O’Neill and Ian Paisley were all members.
They have celebrations to commemorate the Shutting of the Gates and the Relief of
Derry at which there is a parade, church service, burning of Lundy.
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1.5











They parade with their flags, crimson sashes, bowler hats.
Membership “is open to anyone who professes Christ through the reformed
Protestant faith”.
They parade as a celebration of their tradition, bringing together people of their faith
and remember to show ‘No Surrender’ against the Catholics (SIEGE MENTALITY)

Problems Caused by the Apprentice Boys
The Catholics resented this as it seemed to rub the Unionist control in their faces and
humiliated them.
Many of the songs sung by the Apprentice Boys were offensive to Catholics and the
Apprentice Boys also did things such as throwing coins down onto the Catholics in a
form of disrespect.
In October 1968 there was a civil rights march planned for Derry (NICRA) but the
Apprentice Boys planned a march for the same day. This gave the Home Affairs Minister
William Craig the excuse to ban both marches. However, as a result, violence followed.
On 12th August 1969 the Apprentice Boys held a march which sparked off the Battle of
the Bogside.
At the beginning it was non-violent but Apprentice Boys did things such as throwing
coins. Although there were barricades up, the Catholic Youths began to throw stones
which led to the RUC attacking. The British Army was brought in two days later to stop
the violence.
After this parades were banned for the next 2 years.
Then a Parades Commission was set up but the Apprentice Boys refused to co-operate.
In 1989 the Nationalists won control of Derry and allowed that the parades could be
brought back. Although this time with no insulting songs or coin throwing!
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2.0 Coleraine University Controversy
2.1












2.2








2.3


Lord Brookeborough
Basil Brooke became the 3rd PM of Northern Ireland in 1943.
At this point the Unionists had a lot of strength due to Britain resenting the South for not
being involved in the war.
The British government argued that due to the Government of Ireland Act, that
Stormont was responsible for how the North was run.
At this point the North was the most disadvantaged area in the UK with unemployment
at an all time high especially in agriculture.
Numerous reforms were brought in which helped the situation.
In Britain, Labour introduced the welfare state and agreed to subsidise the North.
There were numerous reforms in Health (National Health Service), Education Act
1974(student who pass primary exams can go to university), National Insurance Scheme
etc
The government established the Northern Ireland Development Council in 1955 to
promote new industries to help unemployment.
In 1961 the Hall Committee produced a report on the economy saying that people
should be encouraged to emigrate to Britain.
More and more people called for Brookeborough to resign due to unemployment which
he did on 23 March 1963

Terence O’Neill
Previous Minister for Finance.
Planned to defeat the Labour party in Northern Ireland who were gaining groundfocused on economy.
He conducted three reports-Benson-close rails, Matthew-limit expansion to growth
areas.
Wilson Plan 1964-create a new city not west of Bann (Craigavon), invest £450 million
on attracting foreign industry, build roads not in west of Bann and set up a second
university.
Success-attracted Goodyear, Dupont except it did not help the Catholic West of the Bann
which created a lot of resentment.
Tom Wilson-“A vicious circle could be seen with the violent expression of discontent
leading to a further worsening of economic conditions.

Coleraine University Controversy
1961-Robbins Report on Higher Education-need new university.
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Lockwood Committee under Sir John Lockwood was to look into the second university
(No catholic on it).
Derry had huge support-University for Derry Action Committee set up by John Hume
(SDLP).
Derry Case-2nd biggest city (70,000), Magee College.
Results-10th February 1965-Derry was rejected due to 1. West of Bann Policy and 2.
Economic reasons-housing, sectarian violence, finance.
Denounced as sectarian bias due to Derry having over two thirds of its population being
Catholic. Along with this was the gerrymandering, housing and voting and industry
corruption e.g. 10% of Catholics only in RUC.
Hume-“The plan is therefore to develop the strongly Unionist Belfast-ColerainePortadown triangle and cause migration from west to east.
Motorcade-18th February-2,000 vehicles, 25,000 people (almost half adults in Derry)
went to Stormont, two-minute silence.
Faceless Men-19th February-Unionists who O’Neill met with did not want Magee to be
closed down but didn’t want new university in Derry either as it would threaten the
Unionist control.
Party Whip-Vote in Stormont, Unionist apply party whip which means anyone who
votes against is expelled from government. Lockwood recommendation was carried
27:19.
O’Neill agreed to leave Magee College open as a branch of the new university.
Later emerged that Lockwood had asked the government for their opinion.
Results-Elections of 1965-Unionist Vote up, labour Vote down.
Influenced the setting up of the civil rights movement-NICRA
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